


This presentation is not intended to tell you how 

to take a great photograph.

It contains things that I have learned by:

Ç Listening to judges feedback and being open to critique.

Ç Looking at images in exhibitions.

Ç Entering competitions and exhibitions.

Ç Going online to view other images.

Ç De-constructing other images .



1. Preparing the Image

2. Selecting a Category for the Image (annual comps)

3. Guidelines for Categories.

4. Compositional Tips.

Note: There a very few rules !



Ç 1600 x 1200 ðMaximum of 1600 pixels wide and 1200 pixels high.

Ç Applies to RDCC, L&CPU, ICPA competitions.

Ç Filling the image with Black is not necessary.

Ç Colour space should be set to sRGB.

Ç File size should ideally not exceed 2Mb.

Ç Adding a large / bright / coloured / artistic border can be distracting.

Ç 1 pixel wide in a light grey colour does the job.

Ç Similarly, colourful Mountcard can be counter -productive.
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Portrait Mono Nature Record Creative Colour

Does the image 
predominantly 

feature a 
person or 
creature?

Does the image 
contain only 
one colour 
other than 

white?

Does the image 
contain 

unmanipulated  
natural forms & 

species?

Does the image 
record, in 
detail, a 

man -made 
structure?

Has the image 
been 

significantly 
manipulated or 
show a unique 

technique?

If it does not 
the other 

categories then 
put in the 

colour section.

or or or or or



Ç Can be colour or mono.

Ç Eyes must be in focus and sharp ðensure that they are bright enough.

Ç Highlights in the eyes are generally attractive

Ç Eye contact tends to score well but is not always necessary.

Ç Try taking two photos one with eye contact & one without.

Ç Take care when cropping through limbs ðtry not to cut at joints.

Ç Be wary of hand positions ðthey can be distracting or awkward .        Unless there is a reason!

Ç Trynot to have hands that ôappearfrom outside the imageõ.

Ç Check for deep shadows on the face caused by hair or hands obstructing the light source .

Ç Research good poses then create your own versions.

Ç Create ôMood Boardsõto collect ideas before a shoot.
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